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Christ is risen!  Indeed He is risen! 

Christos voskrese!  Voistinnu voskrese!   

Christos anesti!  Alithos anesti! 

Hristos a inviat!  Adevărat a înviat! 

Sunday, May 21 

• 9:15 A.M.  Adult Religious Education  

• 10:00 A.M.  Holy Resurrection Divine Liturgy 

• Church School following Holy Communion 

• The Coffee Social is sponsored by the Toepper 

Family. All of our faithful and guests are encouraged 

to attend and join in fellowship.   

Tuesday, May 23 

• 11 A.M.  Father Sam will attend the Orthodox Christian 

Clergy Association Meeting at St. Haralambos GOC.   

Thursday, May 25 

• 9:30 A.M.  Holy Day Divine Liturgy commemorating 

the Ascension of our Lord into Heaven. 

Sunday, May 28 

• 9:15 A.M.  Adult Religious Education (last class until 

Adult Religious Education resumes in the Fall) 

• 10:00 A.M.  Divine Liturgy 

• Church School following Holy Communion ((last 

class until Church School resumes in the Fall) 

• To commemorate Memorial Day, an Abbreviated 

Panachida to remember our departed loved ones who 

served in the United States Armed Forces will be held 

prior to the conclusion of the Liturgy.   

• A Combined Panachida is scheduled to be served.  

• The Coffee Social will be sponsored by Father Deacon 

Peter Sodini and Family. 

Upcoming . . . 

June 4:  Pentecost!  Graduate Sunday and Church School 

Teacher/Student Recognition.  Our graduates this year are:  

Pavel, Nicoletta, and Vasilios (High School); Maxim and 

Victoria (College).   

June 13:  Church Board Meeting via Zoom at 7pm 

Epistle Reading 

Acts of the Apostles Acts 16:16-34.  Now it happened, as 

we went to prayer, that a certain slave girl possessed with a 

spirit of divination met us, who brought her masters much 

profit by fortune-telling.  This girl followed Paul and us, and 

cried out, saying, “These men are the servants of the Most 

High God, who proclaim to us the way of salvation.”  And 

this she did for many days. But Paul, greatly annoyed, turned 

and said to the spirit, “I command you in the name of Jesus 

Christ to come out of her.” And he came out that very hour.  

But when her masters saw that their hope of profit was gone, 

they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the 

marketplace to the authorities.  And they brought them to the 

magistrates, and said, “These men, being Jews, exceedingly 

trouble our city; and they teach customs which are not lawful 

for us, being Romans, to receive or observe.”  Then the 

multitude rose up together against them; and the magistrates 

tore off their clothes and commanded them to be beaten with 

rods.  And when they had laid many stripes on them, they 

threw them into prison, commanding the jailer to keep them 

secure.  Having received such a charge, he put them into the 

inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks.  But at 

midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to 

God, and the prisoners were listening to them.  Suddenly 

there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the 

prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were 

opened, and everyone’s chains were loosed.  And the keeper 

of the prison, awaking from sleep and seeing the prison doors 

open, supposing the prisoners had fled, drew his sword and 

was about to kill himself.  But Paul called with a loud voice, 

saying, “Do yourself no harm, for we are all here.”  Then he 

called for a light, ran in, and fell down trembling before Paul 

and Silas.  And he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what 

must I do to be saved?”  So they said, “Believe on the Lord 

Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household.”  

Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who 

were in his house.  And he took them at the same hour of the 

night and washed their stripes. And immediately he and all 

his family were baptized.  Now when he had brought them 

into his house, he set food before them; and he rejoiced, 

having believed in God with all his household.  
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Rubrics 

Hardbound Divine Liturgy Book: 

(Page 193) Resurrection Antiphons *(No Beatitudes)* 

(Page 206) Resurrection Tropar - Tone 5 

(Page 206) Kondak of the Man Born Blind - Tone 5 

(Page 207) Resurrection Kondak - Tone 8 

(Page 207) Prokimen - Tone 8 

(Page 207) Alleluia Verses 
Instead of “You are Truly Deserving” on page 47: 

(Page 207) “The Angel” and “O Shine O New” 

Gospel Reading 

Saint John 9:1-38.   At that time, as Jesus passed by, he saw 

a man blind from his birth. And his disciples asked him, 

"Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was 

born blind?" Jesus answered, "It was not that this man 

sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be 

made manifest in him. We must work the works of him who 

sent me, while it is day; night comes, when no one can work. 

As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world." 

As he said this, he spat on the ground and made clay of the 

spittle and anointed the man's eyes with the clay, saying to 

him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam" (which means Sent). 

So he went and washed and came back seeing. The 

neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar, 

said, "Is not this the man who used to sit and beg?" Some 

said, "It is he"; others said, "No, but he is like him." He said, 

"I am the man." They said to him, "Then how were your 

eyes opened?" He answered, "The man called Jesus made 

clay and anointed my eyes and said to me, 'Go to Siloam and 

wash'; so I went and washed and received my sight." They 

said to him, "Where is he?" He said, "I do not know." 

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly 

been blind. Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the 

clay and opened his eyes. The Pharisees again asked him 

how he had received his sight. And he said to them, "He put 

clay on my eyes and I washed, and I see." Some of the 

Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for he does not 

keep the Sabbath." But others said, "How can a man who is 

a sinner do such signs?" There was a division among them. 

So they again said to the blind man, "What do you say about 

him, since he has opened your eyes?" He said, "He is a 

prophet." 

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had 

received his sight, until they called the parents of the man 

who had received his sight, and asked them, "Is this your 

son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now 

see?" His parents answered, "We know that this is our son, 

and that he was born blind; but how he now sees we do not 

know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is 

of age; he will speak for himself."  

His parents said this because they feared the Jews, for the 

Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess him 

to be Christ he was to be put out of the synagogue. Therefore 

his parents said, "He is of age, ask him." 

So for the second time they called the man who had been 

blind, and said to him, "Give God the praise; we know that 

this man is a sinner." He answered, "Whether he is a sinner, 

I do not know; one thing I know, that though I was blind, 

now I see."  

They said to him, "What did he do to you? How did he 

open your eyes?" He answered them, "I have told you 

already and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear 

it again? Do you too want to become his disciples?" And 

they reviled him, saying, "You are his disciple, but we are 

disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, 

but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from." 

The man answered, "Why, this is a marvel! You do not 

know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We 

know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a 

worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him. 

Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone 

opened the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were not 

from God, he could do nothing." They answered him, "You 

were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?" And they 

cast him out. 

Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found 

him he said, "Do you believe in the Son of man?" He 

answered, "And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?" 

Jesus said to him, "You have seen him, and it is he who 

speaks to you." He said, "Lord, I believe": and he 

worshipped him.  

 

Sunday of the Man Born Blind 
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Saints and Feasts 

Sunday of the Blind Man:  The Lord Jesus was coming 

from the Temple on the Sabbath, when, while walking in the 

way, He saw the blind man mentioned in today's Gospel. 

This man had been born thus from his mother's womb, that 

is, he had been born without eyes. When the disciples saw 

this, they asked their Teacher, "Who did sin, this man, or his 

parents, that he was born blind?" They asked this because 

when the Lord had healed the paralytic at the Sheep's Pool, 

He had told him, "Sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto 

thee" (John 5:14); so they wondered, if sickness was caused 

by sin, what sin could have been the cause of his being born 

without eyes. But the Lord answered that this was for the 

glory of God. Then the God-man spat on the ground and 

made clay with the spittle. He anointed the eyes of the blind 

man and said to him, "Go, wash in the Pool of Siloam." 

Siloam (which means "sent") was a well-known spring in 

Jerusalem used by the inhabitants for its waters, which 

flowed to the eastern side of the city and collected in a large 

pool called "the Pool of Siloam."  Therefore, the Savior sent 

the blind man to this pool that he might wash his eyes, which 

had been anointed with the clay-not that the pool's water had 

such power, but that the faith and obedience of the one sent 

might be made manifest, and that the miracle might become 

more remarkable and known to all, and leave no room for 

doubt. Thus, the blind man believed in Jesus' words, obeyed 

His command, went and washed himself, and returned, no 

longer blind, but having eyes and seeing. This was the 

greatest miracle that our Lord had yet worked; as the man 

healed of his blindness himself testified, "Since time began, 

never was it heard that any man opened the eyes of one that 

was born blind," although the Lord had already healed the 

blind eyes of many. Because he now had eyes, some even 

doubted that he was the same person (John 9:8-9); and it was 

still lively in their remembrance when Christ came to the 

tomb of Lazarus, for they said, "Could not this man, who 

opened the eyes of the blind man, have caused that even this 

man should not have died?"  

Constantine and Helen, Equal-to-the Apostles:  This 

great and renowned sovereign of the Christians was the son 

of Constantius Chlorus (the ruler of the westernmost parts 

of the Roman empire), and of the blessed Helen. He was 

born in 272, in (according to some authorities) Naissus of 

Dardania, a city on the Hellespont. In 306, when his father 

died, he was proclaimed successor to his throne. In 312, on 

learning that Maxentius and Maximinus had joined forces 

against him, he marched into Italy, where, while at the head 

of his troops, he saw in the sky after midday, beneath the 

sun, a radiant pillar in the form of a cross with the words: 

"By this shalt thou conquer."  

      The following night, our Lord Jesus Christ appeared to 

him in a dream and declared to him the power of the Cross 

and its significance. When he arose in the morning, he 

immediately ordered that a labarum be made (which is a 

banner or standard of victory over the enemy) in the form of 

a cross, and he inscribed on it the Name of Jesus Christ. On 

the 28th Of October, he attacked and mightily conquered 

Maxentius, who drowned in the Tiber River while fleeing. 

The following day, Constantine entered Rome in triumph 

and was proclaimed Emperor of the West by the Senate, 

while Licinius, his brother-in-law, ruled in the East. But out 

of malice, Licinius later persecuted the Christians. 

Constantine fought him once and again, and utterly 

destroyed him in 324, and in this manner, he became 

monarch over the West and the East. Under him and because 

of him all the persecutions against the Church ceased. 

Christianity triumphed and idolatry was overthrown.  

      In 325 he gathered the First Ecumenical Council in 

Nicaea, which he himself personally addressed. In 324, in 

the ancient city of Byzantium, he laid the foundations of the 

new capital of his realm, and solemnly inaugurated it on 

May 11, 330, naming it after himself, Constantinople. Since 

the throne of the imperial rule was transferred there from 

Rome, it was named New Rome, the inhabitants of its 

domain were called Romans, and it was considered the 

continuation of the Roman Empire. Falling ill near 

Nicomedia, he requested to receive divine Baptism, 

according to Eusebius, and also according to Socrates and 

Sozomen; and when he had been deemed worthy of the Holy 

Mysteries, he reposed in 337, on May 21 or 22, the day of 

Pentecost, having lived 65 years, of which he ruled for 

thirty-one years. His remains were transferred to 

Constantinople and were placed in the Church of the Holy 

Apostles, which had been built by him.   

      As for his holy mother Helen, after her son had made the 

Faith of Christ triumphant throughout the Roman Empire, 

she undertook a journey to Jerusalem and found the Holy 

Cross on which our Lord was crucified. After this, Saint 

Helen, in her zeal to glorify Christ, erected churches in 

Jerusalem at the sites of the Crucifixion and Resurrection, 

in Bethlehem at the cave where our Savior was born, another 

on the Mount of Olives whence He ascended into Heaven, 

and many others throughout the Holy Land, Cyprus, and 

elsewhere. She was proclaimed Augusta, her image was 

stamped upon golden coins, and two cities were named 

Helenopolis after her in Bithynia and in Palestine. Having 

been thus glorified for her piety, she departed to the Lord, 

being about eighty years of age, according to some in the 

year 330, according to others, in 336. 

Pachomios the Righteous New Martyr 
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Saints Constantine and Helen 

 

 

Wisdom of the Fathers 

… An ascetic … asked God to let him see to what extent 

human nature was corrupted by sin. And when the Lord, in 

a certain mysterious vision, revealed to him the degree to 

which man is corrupted by sin, the ascetic felt that he could 

lose his mind from fear, and he was begging God to hide 

this vision from him forever. This is the extent to which 

people are corrupted by sin. St. Macarius of Egypt said a 

person can be good, but deep in his soul the roots can be 

poisonous. Our Lord Jesus Christ came to heal us of this 

brokenness, because no other force in the world can heal us 

of this frightful corruption by sin. This is what current 

reformers of life forget and tend not to see when proposing 

their ideas. They forget, or do not know, that a person is a 

sinful creature. Therefore, as the Blessed Augustine said, 

people differ only in the extent to which each of them is 

evil. We should always realize how sinful and corrupt we 

are, and beg God to heal our soul’s eyes the way he gave 

physical and spiritual recovery to this former blind man 

about whom we heard.  

Metropolitan Philaret of New York  

The work of God is, after all, the forming of man. He did 

this by an outward action, as Scripture says, 'And the Lord 

took clay from earth, and formed man.' Notice here too how 

the Lord spit on the earth, and made clay and smeared it on 

his eyes, showing how the ancient creation was made. He 

was making clear to those who can understand, that this was 

the [same] hand of God through which man was formed 

from clay.                                                           St. Irenaeus 

But I assert that he even received benefit from his 

blindness: since he recovered the sight of the eyes within. 

St. John Chrysostom 

$$$  Automatic Withdrawals  $$$ 

Many banks now offer free automatic withdrawals from 

Checking Accounts to various payees.  We encourage 

you to utilize this “bill pay” method for donating toward 

our Saint Michael’s parish!  It will save you from having 

to write checks!  Plus, your very much needed donation 

would be here – even when you can’t!  These payments 

could be made weekly or monthly and sent to Saint 

Michael’s Orthodox Church (7313 N Waukegan Rd, 

Niles, IL 60714-4321).   

 

Why We Light Candles 

- We light candles for the glory of God who is the true 

and only light that enlightens every man. 

- We light candles to disperse the darkness of the night 

to comfort ourselves from the fear of darkness. 

- We light candles to show the joy that is in our hearts. 

- We light candles to honor saints and martyrs of our 

Faith just as early Christians lit candles at the graves 

of the martyrs. 

- We light candles to symbolize our good works, as the 

Lord says, “Thus let your light shine before men that 

they may see your good works and give glory to your 

Father who is in the heavens”. 

- We light candles for the forgiveness of sins of both 

those who light the candles and of those for whom the 

candles are lit. 

Holy Father Nicodemus of Mount Athos  

Vigil Candle at the Iconostas 

In Honor of our Second Wedding Anniversary  

offered by Keith & Regina Bauman 

Follow Our Diocese On-Line 

Diocesan Website:  http://www.acrod.org 

Camp Nazareth:  http://www.campnazareth.org 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/acrodnews 

You Tube: https://youtube.com/acroddiocese 
 

The MANTLE is sponsored by 

Wesley A. Stinich, Funeral Director 

Call direct 773-844-3032 or 708-222-8669 

Chapels throughout Chicago and the Suburbs 
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